
 

BEC Preliminary Speaking Part 1 – Teacher’s Notes 
 

Description  

Students look at questions which they may be asked in Speaking Part 1, and pairs of 
possible answers, and they discuss which answer is better in each case.  They then do a 
speaking activity in groups of four, taking it in turns to act as examiners and candidates. 

Time required: 30 minutes 

Materials 
required: 

 Student’s Worksheet (one per student) 

Aims:  to familiarise students with the format of Speaking Part 1 

 to help them to give appropriate answers 

 

Procedure 

1. Ask students to imagine they are meeting someone for the first time, in a social 
situation – for example, a friend introduces you to another of his/her friends. Ask 
them what sort of questions they ask each other [e.g. about their interests, their work, 
where they live, their family, etc.]. Ask them how they would feel if the person gives 
one-word answers to each question [they might think the person is not interested in 
them]; if their answers don’t answer the question [they might be confused what the 
person is talking about], or if the answers are too long [they might get bored listening 
to the person talking]. 

2. Ask two or three students a straightforward question, such as Do you have a job? or 
Where do you live?, sometimes turning to another student and asking And what 
about you? or Do you agree? At the end, ask other students to comment on whether 
the answers were of a suitable length.  

3. Ask students what they know (if anything) about the Speaking test. Tell them you are 
going to focus on Part One.  

4. Give each student a copy of the Student’s Worksheet. Ask them to read each 
question (1-5) and the two possible answers. Ask them to discuss in pairs what they 
think of the answers, and which one is better. Elicit comments [see Key to Student’s 
Worksheet]. 

5. Ask whether it’s a good idea to give answers of one or two words [no]. Ask whether 
it’s a good idea to show what they know, e.g. by using some different words from 
those in the question [yes – e.g. in question 1, I’m taking a … course, rather than I’m 
studying].  

6. Ask individual students different questions, for practice. Use the questions from the 
worksheet, and others, such as: What do you think about working for the same 
company all your working life? Do you think companies should provide a canteen 
where staff can have lunch? How important is it to have good computer skills? 
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Sometimes turn to another student and ask And what about you? or Do you agree?  
[See Key to Procedure steps.] 

7. Ask if they need to listen to each other [yes, because of questions like And what 
about you? or Do you agree?]. Ask if they are expected to speak to each other [no – 
in this part of the Speaking test they speak to the examiner]. 

8. Ask if they think the examiner might ask questions about the candidates’ hobbies 
[yes], homes [yes], jobs [yes], opinions about business topics [yes – general topics], 
opinions about politics [no], plans for their careers [yes]. 

9. Elicit how many examiners there are in the Speaking test [two] and how many 
candidates [two (possibly three if it’s the last test of the day and there’s an odd 
number of candidates)]. Tell them that only one examiner takes part in the 
conversation – the other one listens. Part One is intended to help candidates relax, 
and the examiner will be friendly. Ask how long they expect this part of the test to last 
[about 2 minutes]. 

10. Ask students to form groups of four. Two students take the role of candidates, and 
the other two are examiners.  One of the examiners asks questions; the other listens 
and will give some brief feedback at the end.  Ask the ‘speaking’ examiner to ask 
each candidate a few questions from the worksheet, or other appropriate questions. 
After two or three minutes, ask the ‘listening’ examiner to give some feedback (e.g. 
on length of responses, good language, etc.), then the two ‘examiners’ and the two 
‘candidates’ should change roles and repeat the activity.  Monitor throughout, and 
give some brief, positive feedback at the end to round up. 

 

Suggested follow-up activities: 

1. Ask students to form pairs. Ask them each to write 4 or 5 more questions, then take 
turns to interview each other. The questions should be about the other student (e.g. 
hobbies, home, jobs) and their opinions about general business topics.  

2. See the preparation ideas in the BEC Preliminary Speaking paper section of the BEC 
handbook and in Examination Reports on past papers (available online at 
https://www.teachers.cambridgeesol.org/ts/exams/professionalenglish/becpreli
minary). 
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BEC Preliminary Speaking Part 1 – Answer Keys 

Key to Procedure steps  

Step 6: Some suggested points that could be mentioned in answer to the additional 
questions: 

What do you think about working for the same company all your working life? – promotion; 
working in different departments; getting to know the company and its needs very well; 
working with the same people; staying in the same location 

Do you think companies should provide a canteen where staff can have lunch? – a benefit 
for staff, which could help to make them enjoy working for the company; social opportunities 
for mixing with staff from other parts of the company; the company may pay part of the cost 
of meals (i.e. may subsidise the meals); possible lack of alternatives, e.g. local restaurants. 

How important is it to have good computer skills? – necessary for most jobs nowadays; 
managers may have to write their own reports and letters, instead of having a secretary to 
do it (as in the past); most people need to write emails as part of their work. 

   

Key to Student’s Worksheet 

1. A doesn’t answer the question. B is better because it answers the question and isn’t 
too long. The speaker also says I’m taking a business course, rather than I’m 
studying: using different words from the question helps to show what they know. 

2. A is better. Instead of stopping at I don’t have any free time, the speaker goes on to 
talk hypothetically. They also use free time as an alternative to spare time, showing 
that they know both phrases. 

3. A doesn’t clearly show the speaker’s opinion, and they haven’t given any reason for 
their opinion (whatever it is!). B makes the opinion clear and gives a reason. 

4. A is better. The speaker hasn’t thought about this before, but uses the question as an 
opportunity to speculate. Although B is a good answer, it is too long and repeats 
most of the question twice. 

5. A consists only of words and phrases, showing the speaker’s knowledge of 
vocabulary but not of putting words together into sentences. B is better, as it is 
connected, and includes a reason for mentioning colleagues. 
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BEC Preliminary Speaking Part 1 – Student’s Worksheet 
 

Read these five questions and the answers. For each question, decide which answer is 
better, A or B. 

 

1 What are you studying? 

A I hope to study in the USA next year.  I’m going to apply for a place at university 
there. 

B I’m taking a business course two days a week. I also have a part-time job. 

 

2 What do you do in your spare time? 

A I don’t have any free time, but I’d play tennis if I had the chance. 

B What do you do? 

  

3 Do you think it’s a good idea to live near your place of work? 

A Why not? 

B Yes, because then you don’t waste much time travelling.  

 

4 What do you think are the advantages of working for a large company? 

A I’m not sure, but maybe you have more opportunities for promotion.  

B One advantage of working for a large company is that you have more 
opportunities for promotion. Another advantage of working for a large company is 
that you work with a lot of people, so you can learn from them all. A third 
advantage is that if it’s an international company you may have the chance to 
travel abroad.  

 

5 What do you enjoy most about your work? 

A I enjoy lots of things about my work: travel, people, regular hours, high salary. 

B There are quite a lot of things I like about my job. The most important is probably 
my colleagues – I get on very well with most of them. 
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